
Merry Christmas 
and Seasons Greetings 

from all at



Charity of the 
year update

Welcome to the Christmas edition 
of our quarterly newsletter…
It has been another fantastic year for Rowlinsons and 
as 2019 draws to a close, on behalf of myself and my 
co-directors I would like to take the opportunity to thank 
all our clients, contacts and friends for your support and 
wish everyone a very happy Christmas and prosperous 
New Year. 

We are very much looking forward to working with you 
in the future and as ever if you require any legal advice, 
please do not hesitate to contact us on 01928 735 333 
or simply drop into the office. We offer a free initial no 
obligation 30 minute consultation to all clients.

Best wishes, 
Andrew Graves Managing Director & Solicitor

Haemochromatosis is a genetic disorder causing the body 
to absorb an excessive amount of iron from the diet, which 
can lead to long term organ damage and even death. 
We selected this charity in 2019 as two members of our staff 
are affected by the condition.

Our two key events have been our sponsored climb 
up Snowdon in May, when twenty three brave explorers 
reached the summit, and the Music Quiz night in June, which 
was a roaring success and attended by over one hundred 
people. The quiz put teams to the test with ten brain-teasing 
rounds assessing their musical knowledge. From Bob Dylan 
to Ed Sheeran, via ABBA, no stone was left unturned.

Also in June Conveyancing Assistant Saran Jones completed 
the Great North Swim, swimming one mile in Lake Windermere 
and raising a fantastic £570. Not all of us could manage such 
a swim, but unsurprisingly we were not short of volunteers 
taking part in the Rowlinsons Bake Off which featured three 
technical rounds and culminated in a fantastic 
‘showstopper’ final. 

We are aiming to reach our fundraising target for the year 
of £5000 with our annual Christmas raffle. Neil McClements, 
Chief Executive at the charity commented:
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What a year it’s been supporting 
our Charity of the year, 
Haemochromatosis UK.

For more information on Haemochromatosis UK visit:

www.haemochromatosis.org.uk

Haemochromatosis is poorly understood and vastly 
underdiagnosed. It’s frankly abhorrent that such an 
easily identifiable and yet potentially very serious 
condition can go undetected by our healthcare 
system. Funds raised by Rowlinsons this year are funding 
awareness-raising and education work, which will lead 
to earlier diagnosis.

“

Well done 
We are delighted to announce…
…that as of 1st November, Sarah Jardine and Linda Hunter 
have been promoted to the role of Associate Solicitor. 
Sarah is a highly experienced Property Solicitor and Linda 
is Head of our Family Department.

Linda and Sarah have proved to be loyal, committed 
and hard working members of our team. These 
promotions reflect their efforts and expertise as well 
as the fantastic service that they provide to our client 
base. Well done to them both!

Andrew Graves Managing Director

“

Sarah and Linda outside Rowlinson House



For more news and updates:                rowlinsonssolicitors                 @rowlinsons

Congratulations 
and best wishes to 
Denis Stevenson 

Rowlinsons are 
top of the class!

  As some of you may be 
aware, Denis retired from 
Rowlinsons at the end 
of October. 

  Denis was one of the original partners at 
Rowlinsons and has been with the firm for 
over 37 years. During this time he served 
as Managing Director and latterly as 
Business Development Director. 

Andrew Graves, Managing Director commented:

The summer months have seen 
three members of the Rowlinsons 
team achieve outstanding results in 
their respective legal qualifications.
Megan Renshaw, a Solicitor in the Private Client Department 
sat the STEP Taxation of Trusts and Estates Advanced Certificate 
and was awarded a distinction. She has one final exam to take 
and will then become a full member of STEP. This qualification 
is very sought after and only practitioners operating to the 
very highest standard are accredited with it. Full members 
are internationally recognised as experts in family 
inheritance and succession planning. 

Angelika Motycka who works as a Legal Assistant in our 
Family and Private Client Department has passed the Legal 
Practice Course with a commendation. Sarah Green, a 
Private Client Assistant, is studying with CILEX Law School 
to become a Chartered Legal Executive and has recently 
passed three exams, attaining distinctions in two of these 
with marks of 87% and 90%.

Sarah Green, Megan Renshaw, Donna Eland and Angelika Motycka

Congratulations to Megan, Angelika and Sarah on 
achieving fantastic results in what are notoriously difficult 
exams, it’s a pleasure to see their hard work pay off.

As a firm we continue to invest in training for staff at 
all levels, building our expertise and strengthening the 
services we can offer our clients. Wherever possible 
we look to promote from within and put together 
training plans that work for the individual and benefit 
the practice as a whole.

Donna Eland Director and Head of Private Client

“

Commercial Law     Commercial Property     Residential Conveyancing     Employment     Family Law     Wills, Probate & Estate Planning

On behalf of everyone at Rowlinsons I would like 
to sincerely thank Denis for all of his hard work and 
dedication over the years. Denis has had a fantastic 
career with Rowlinsons and without his effort, commitment 
and contribution the firm would not be where it is 
today. I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
Denis and his family all the very best for the future.

Laura’s appointment is very well deserved and reflects 
her hard work and contribution to the practice over 
the years. She brings a valuable skill set to the Board 
of Directors and will help us to continue to move 
forward as a practice. I have no doubt that she will 
be very successful in her new role.

“

“

Directors: Andrew Graves, Donna Eland, Laura Taylor and Tom Parkinson

At the same time, we are also delighted to announce the 
appointment of Laura Taylor as a Director of Rowlinsons. 
Laura has been with the firm for 16 years and as a Director 
she will primarily be responsible for the day to day operations 
of the practice. Andrew goes on to say:



Shaping the future

If you have ever bought or sold a leasehold property 
you’ll know that these transactions take 14-20 days 
longer than freehold properties and the impact of these 
delays, especially if you’re in a chain, can be huge. 
Tom has therefore been working with the Conveyancing 
Association (CA) to try and improve the situation.

The CA are the leading trade body for the conveyancing 
industry. Their members conduct approximately 30% of 
all property transactions in England and Wales and 
collectively they work pro-actively to campaign, 
influence and improve the conveyancing process.

As part of the CA’s leasehold reform campaign, 
Tom was recently part of a three person delegation from 
the CA which met with representatives from national 
Freehold and Managing Agents in London to discuss 
reform to the Leasehold system prior to the CA submitting 
their latest views to the Ministry of Housing, Communities 
and Local Government.

A particular area of concern for them were properties 
within an apartment complex, as approximately one 
in every five properties sold in the UK per year are 
apartments and that number is growing. 

In these cases, conveyancers must contact the Landlord, 
Managing Agent, Management Company or Residents’ 
Association in order to obtain information that is required 
to sell the property. Research shows that whilst the average 
time it takes to obtain the necessary information is 
three weeks, with some cases it can take over eight, 
and it costs buyers an average of £350, with some 
costs exceeding £800!

The issues grow when you consider that there is no 
obligation to even provide the necessary information 
and no redress scheme available to dispute excessive 
fees or require the information to be produced within 
a reasonable time.

However, after lobbying the Government for changes 
to laws for the best part of six years an announcement 
was recently made by the Secretary of State, which 
commits the Government to capping the cost of 
providing such information at no more than £200. 

The Secretary of State also confirmed that Landlords, 
Managing Agents, Management Companies or 
Residents’ Associations, who are requested to provide 
this information, must do so within 15 days and it should 
cost no more than £50 to refresh the information once 
it is over six months old.

To achieve such a great result is a testament to 
everyone at the Conveyancing Association, including 
Tom who have worked hard over the years to garner 
support for reform and ultimately help make the sale 
of leasehold properties much easier, quicker and 
cheaper for sellers and of course for our clients. 

Even as a solicitor it’s not often that you have the opportunity to influence 
government policy and have a say in future legislation, but in the autumn 
our Head of Property and Director, Tom Parkinson did exactly that…

To achieve such a great result 
is a testament to everyone at 
the Conveyancing Association, 
including Tom.

> 9 Church Street, Frodsham, Cheshire, WA6 7DN 
> Rowlinson House, Clifton Road, Sutton Weaver, WA7 3LF

T 01928 735333    F 01928 735183 
E info@rowlinsons.co.uk

www.rowlinsons.co.uk

Our opening hours are
Monday to Friday: 8.30am to 5.00pm

Tuesday and Thursday: 8.30am to 7.00pm 
(By appointment only at Rowlinson House)

Saturday: 9.00am to 12.30pm 
(At 9 Church Street, Frodsham Office)

It was great to sign off the year by once again retaining our Law Society Lexcel accreditation. This is a rigorous assessment of 
our practice management standards, including client service, case management, human resources and strategic planning. 

It is only awarded to those firms operating at the highest level. Andrew Graves, Managing Director commented: 
“This accreditation is a great reflection on the team here who I am extremely proud of.  For existing clients or indeed those 

of you instructing us for the first time, you can rest assured that you will receive a great service.”


